CHAPTER VIII

THE TIMELY DISPUTATION AMONG THOSI
OF AN INNER CHAMBER OP YU-PING

FOR the space of three days Ming-shu re
mained absent from Yu-ping, and the affec
tions of Kai Lung and Hwa-mei prospered
On the evening of the third day the maiden stooc
beneath the shutter with a more definite look
and Kai Lung understood that a further perioc
of unworthy trial was now at hand.

"Behold!" she explained, "at dawn the corrupi
Ming-shu will pass within our gates again, nor is
it prudent to assume that his enmity has lessened."

" On the contrary/' replied Kai Lung. " like thai
unnatural reptile that lives on air, his malice wil
have grown upon the voidness of its cause. As
the wise Ling-kwang remarks: ' He who plants a
vineyard with one hand----'"

" Assuredly, beloved," interposed Hwa-mei dexter-
ously, " But our immediate need is less to describe
Ming-shu's hate in terms of classical analogy thai
to find a potent means of baffling its venom."

" You are all-wise as usual," confessed Kai Lung,
with due humility, " I will restrain my much toe
verbose tongue.'1

"The invading Banners from the north have for
the moment failed and those who drew swords in
their cause are flying to the hills. In Yu-ping,
therefore, loyalty wears a full round face and
about the yamen of Shan Tien men speak almost
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